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After becoming rejuvenated by the new
year, you may want to channel your
energy by volunteering at the Chapter or
International level. At the STTI website,
you will find the Volunteer Interest Profile
(VIProfile). Please complete the
information requested, identifying your
areas of expertise, so your talents can
be utilized. There are many ways to
become involved with Sigma Theta Tau
International and at the Chapter level.
# $ Your involvement is the key to a
successful chapter and society.

Delta Chapter is alive and kicking. We have been active
in recruiting new members and encouraging past
members to rejoin. Membership has many opportunities
so please encourage those you know to consider
renewing their membership. It is easy to do on-line at:
https://ssl12.pair.com/sttiimembership/renewal/2003_ren
ewal_preform.html



A record number of over 2,100 nurses attended
Sigma Theta Tau International’'s 37" Biennial
Convention in Toronto, Canada, November 1-5,
2003. Delta Chapter was one of the 389
chapters represented at the Biennial Convention.
Sharon Kumm and | were pleased to represent
the Chapter as two of the 720 delegates to the
House of Delegates. Other members from Delta
Chapter attending the 37" Biennial Convention
were Rita Clifford, Carol Elliott, Kathy Fletcher,
Deb Kenny, and Judy Warren.

One of the highlights of the Biennial Convention
was receiving our 6" Key Award. The Chapter
Key Award, established in 1991, honors chapters
who excel in chapter-related activities such as
membership recruitment, publicity and
programming, and professional leadership
development. Delta Chapter was one of 24
chapters who received the Key Award in
Toronto. Only two chapters have received 7 Key
Awards. Delta Chapter did not apply for the
initial Key Award in 1991. The process of putting
the key award application together gives our
chapter an opportunity to reflect on our
accomplishments and identify areas for
improvement in preparation for the next biennium.

Delta Chapter was also represented in the
presentations and poster sessions at the Biennial
Convention. Kathy Fletcher and Judy Warren
gave presentations on the Cerner Partnership
with the Kansas University School of Nursing.
Deb Kenny presented a poster on Research
Utilization in Civilian and Military Organizations at
the Scientific Sessions. Latasha Reed, an
undergraduate student at the University of
Kansas, and Carol Elliott, a Delta member and
doctoral student, represented our Chapter well in
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the Rising Stars of Scholarship and Research
poster sessions.

Sharon Kumm and | had a front row seat at the
House of Delegates, being the third chapter
seated. | did not have far to walk after escorting
the Sigma Theta Tau International flag onto the
stage to open the House of Delegates. Sharon
and | witnessed the chartering of new chapters
from Canada, Mexico, South Africa, and the
United States which brought the total number of
Sigma Theta Tau International chapters to 433.
We elected new members to the Board of
Directors. We voted electronically, for the first
time, for changes in the Bylaws which will impact
the fiscal authority of the Board of Directors,
global membership eligibility, and governance
structure and committees of STTI. Chapters
have two years to ftransition to the new
governance structure. In the future, you will be
hearing more about how these changes will
impact Delta Chapter. The final business of the
convention was the seating the new Board of
Directors and the installation of the new
President, Daniel Pessut. In his Presidential Call
to Action, entitled, “Create the Future through
Renewal,” President. Pessut outlined his plan for
renewal for the 2003-2005 Biennium. |
encourage each of you to read Dan Pessut's
Presidential Call to Action. It can be found at the
Sigma Theta Tau International website
http://www.nursingsociety.org

We have much to celebrate in Delta Chapter.
Please plan to join us at the annual spring
induction banquet which will be held Thursday
May 20" at the Ritz Charles in Overland Park. |
look forward to seeing you at this important
event.

As | approach the end of my term of office, |
want to thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your President. Delta Chapter continues to be a
special chapter. | have enjoyed representing
youl.

N

A
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The Spring Travel Award
was given to Vicki Hicks
who is presenting
“International Healthcare:
A Clinical Experience,” at
the National Association of Community Health
Nursing Educator® Spring Institute in
Minneapolis, MN.

Do you need money for travel or research?
Sigma Theta Tau Delta Chapter has supported
many members over the years with these needs.
The deadline for these proposals is March 1 and
September 1 of each year. The proposals,
reviewed by the Delta Chapter Awards
committee, will be awarded on a competitive
basis. Funding will vary according to the amount
budgeted by the Chapter membership for
research and travel, the number of proposals
received, and the scientific merit of the project.
Contact Susan Parker at 588-1021 or visit the
web site of Delta Chapter for further information.

The nominations for the Delta

Chapter Excellence in Clinical
< Practice and/or Excellence in

- Community Leadership Awards

— W « are due by April 30, 2004. Award

’ \ criteria and procedures are located

at http://www2.kumc.edu/son/STT/awards2.htm.
Candidates must be members of Sigma Theta
Tau and nominated by a member of Delta
Chapter. Please send your nominations to Susan
Parker, Chair, Research and Awards Committee,
3901 Rainbow Blvd, Kansas City, Kansas or fax
it to (913) 588-1660.

Mary Leenerts, the
chair of the
membership
involvement

committee,
has been
busy
organizing
—_— events to

increase recognition of the Delta Chapter. On
February 18, 2004 members of the Delta
Chapter manned an informational table outside
the KU Hospital cafeteria. Thanks to Mary
Leenerts, Jo Ellen Greischar-Billiard, Susan
Parker, Jeanne Schott, and Beth Vandenberg for
manning this station. Many people stopped at
the table to get purple ribbons signifying Sigma
Theta Tau and to hear about the honor society.

Later that evening on
February 18, the chapter
held a phone-a-thon to
encourage inactive
members to
renew their
membership.
Jan Davidson,
Kathy Fletcher,
Sandy Hanson, Mary
Leenerts and Jeanne
. Schott called nearly
300 numbers. This helped to
update our records of the membership and
allowed us to talk with fellow Delta members.
The Delta Chapter would like to thank Dr. Rita
Clifford for lending us the Student Affairs office at
the Kansas University School of Nursing to
complete our mission. If you would like to help
us with these membership involvement activities
in the future, please call Mary Leenerts (913)
588-3377.
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The fall chapter meeting was held on November
19, 2003. The night began with opportunities for
networking and the Delta chapter business
meeting. The educational portion of the meeting
featured Sandra Bergquist presenting ‘Pressure
Ulcer Prediction and Measurement in Long Term
Care: A Research Trajectory”. The
presentation gave all those present an excellent
example of building an area of specialization in
research. Sandra is definitely adding to the best
practices for the treatment of pressure ulcers.

The spring chapter meeting held on March 10,
2004 and also included networking, good food, a
business meeting and an excellent program. The
program was “Starting a New Career: Exploring
the Possibilities. Post Graduation Clinical
Development Programs: Nursing Residencies,
Fellowships and Internships.” There was a great
representation of the different programs available
in our area. Louisa Kamatuka from St. Joseph
Health Center spoke about their internship
program for all new graduates. Vivian Porter
described the internship offered in different
specialties at North Kansas City Medical Center.
Cyndy Steen, Robyn Setter and Cheryl
Daugherty presented information about the
internships and fellowships offered at University
of Kansas Hospital. It was nice to see the
opportunities that were offered to new graduates
in order to mentor them through the first part of
their career.

Do you have suggestions for upcoming
programs???? Please complete the
guestionnaire [page 10] on the back of the ballot
to let the Delta Chapter program chairperson
know about your suggestions.

Sandra Bergquist discussed her program of
research with pressure ulcers.

Networking was good at the fall meeting. Above,
Jan Davidson, Sharon Kumm, Helen Connors and
Susan Ralston are caught enjoying the comradery.
Below Beth Clark, Karen Tarnow, Sandy Hanson,
Vicki Ross, and Naomi King are also joining in on the
fiin
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On Wednesday, December 3, 2003, a reception
was held in the atrium of the Orr-Major Building
for potential members to visit with the counselors
and members regarding membership into Sigma
Theta Tau. It was a success with most of the
senior class of the undergraduate nursing
program and 13 graduate students attending to
learn about the benefits of membership in the
Delta Chapter.

A group of undergraduate students are visiting
with the Undergraduate Counselor Jo Ellen
Greischar-Billiard and Graduate Counselor Jan
Davidson.

Jan Davidson talks with two graduate
students regarding the benefits of joining
Sigma Theta Tau.

] 1 *
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Delta Chapter is known for supporting community
projects. Last year the chapter supported KC
Reads; a program that provides books to
children at their clinic visits. This year the Delta
Chapter provided money to support awards for
poster presentations dealing with the Profits
program at the Kansas University School of
Nursing. The Professional Integrity System
(PROFITS) was implemented in the School of
Nursing on August 21, 1995, and delineates a
standard of behavior expected of all faculty, staff
and students associated with the School.
PROFITS is designed to promote (a)
professional and ethical standards of behavior in
the nursing student role; (b) mutual trust and
responsibility among students, faculty, and staff;
(c) shared responsibility for development,
implementation and evaluation of the PROFITS
system; and (d) an environment in which
academic misconduct or abuse of academic
resources is not tolerated. The Delta Chapter
also provided monetary support to the Kansas
University Nursing Student Association to support
students attending the national convention in
Tennessee.

Delta Chapter supports many community
projects. If you have a community project that is
congruent with the mission and goals of Sigma
Theta Tau and wish to obtain funds to support its
implementation, you need to write a letter to the
President of Delta Chapter. This letter should
describe the project, how it relates to STT
mission and goals and the amount of the
donation that you need to support the project.
Each application is reviewed by the Executive
Board of Delta Chapter for possible funding.
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Induction Banquet

The Induction banquet will be held on May 20, 2004 in the Ritz Charles banquet room located at
9000 West 137™ Street in Overland Park, Kansas. The social hour will start at 5:30 p.m. with a
Cash Bar. The dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m. The menu for this evening will be a chicken or
vegetarian entrée. Please indicate on your registration whether you need a vegetarian plate. The
dress is semi formal. The program recognizing award recipients and new inductees will begin at
7:30. The registration form for the banquet is placed at the bottom of this page. The cost of the
banquet is $38.00 per person. Please return this registration form and your money to Yvonne
Ornelas-Rios by May 10, 2004. Each of the new inductees receives a complimentary meal to the
banquet. We would appreciate donations to help sponsor these new members. Please indicate

on your registration form if you would like to sponsor a new member and enclose your donation. A
map and directions to the Charles Ritz are included on the next page for your convenience.

/
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FROM KCI AIRPORT
Take I-29 North for 6 miles to I-435 South. Continue on I-
435 South around the city until -435 South becomes I-
435 East. Exit at 69 South. After 4 miles, exit at 135th
Street. Turn right at the bottom of the ramp and continue
west on 135th Street to the first stop light (Antioch). At
Antioch, turn left and continue south to the first street
(137th Street). Turn right and continue west on 137th
Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north side of the
street.
OR

FROM KCI AIRPORT

Take 1-29 South for 12 miles to the I-635 South exit.
Take 1-635 South for 15 miles to the I-35 South exit.
Take |-35 South for 8 miles to 69 South (Overland
Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th
Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom
of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street to the
first stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and continue
south to the first street (137th Street). Turn right and
continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is
on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-35 SOUTHBOUND

Take 1-35 South through Kansas City to 69 South
(Overland Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the
135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the
bottom of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street to
the first stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and
continue south to the first street (137th Street). Turn
right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles,
which is on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-70 EASTBOUND

Take I-70 East past toll plaza to the 1-435 South exit.
Take |-435 South to where it turns into I-435 East and
continue on to 69 South exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles
to the 135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right
at the bottom of the ramp and continue west on 135th
Street to the first stop light (Antioch). At Antioch, turn
left and continue south to the first street (137th Street).
Turn right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz
Charles, which is on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-70 WESTBOUND

Take I-70 West past the Sports Complex to the 1-435
South exit. Take I-435 South to where it turns into 1-435
West and continue on |-435 to 69 south exit. Take 69
South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit at 135th
Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp and
continue west on 135th Street to the first stop light
(Antioch). At Antioch, turn left and continue south to
the first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue
west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the
north side of the street.

FROM LEE'S SUMMIT

Take 470 West, which will merge and become 1-435
West. Continue on [-435 West to the 69 South exit.
Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit
at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp and
continue west on 135th Street to the first stop light
(Antioch). At Antioch turn left and continue south to the
first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue west
on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north
side of the street.

Ritz Charles, Inc. - 9000 W 137th St. - Overland Park, KS 66221
(913) 685-2600 - Fax (913) 685-2979
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PUBLICATIONS @

Bonnel, W. B., Starling, C. K., Wambach, K. A., & Tarnow, K. Blended roles: preparing the advanced
practice nurse educator/clinician with a web-based nurse educator certificate program. Journal of
Professional Nursing, 19(6), 347-353.

Neuberger, G. B. (2003). Measures of fatigue. Arthritis & Rheumatism (Arthritis Care & Research).
49(55), S175-S183.

McGee, S. A., Wiggins, S. A., & Pierce, J. D. (2003). What advanced practice nurses need to know
about free radicals. The Internet Journal of Advanced Nursing Practice, 6(1).

Smith, C.E., Leenerts, M. L. & Gajewski, B. J. (2003). A systematically tested intervention for managing
reactive depression. Nursing Research, 52(6), 401-409.

PRESENTATIONS

Katherine Fletcher, RN, Ph.D. gave a presentation at the 22" Annual Rutgers College of Nursing
International Nursing Computer and Technology Conference in Arlington, Virginia on March 11-14, 2004.
The presentation was entitled “SEEDS: An Academic-Business Partnership to Mold a live CIS into a
Curricular Innovation.”

Mary Hertach, MSN, RN presented a poster at the 30™ Annual National Conference on Professional
Nursing Education and Development Conference from November 6-9, 2003 in Kansas City. The poster
was entitled “Innovations in Nursing Education: A Web-Enhanced Course Example”.
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SIGMA THETA TAU DELTA CHAPTER
2004 Ballot
Pl ease i ndicate your choices on the ball ot
and conpl ete the education survey on the
back before you mail it to:
Attn: Sharon Kumm
Sigma Theta Tau Delta Chapter
University of Kansas School of Nursing
3901 Rainbow Blvd.
Kansas City, KS 66160-7502

Please review the nominees for Delta Chapter's Executive Committee election for years 2004-
2006. The descriptions of the candidates are on pages 10-11. Use the following ballot to vote and
mail your ballot to Sharon Kumm by May 5, 2004

2

Claudette Metsker

Liz Truckenmiller

+ % 2

Susan C. Ralston

Diana Reiser

3 % ' % 2

JoEllen Greischar-Billiard

Sandy Hanson

Suzanne Bentley

Jackie Nowak
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— serves as member of the Finance Committee, responsible for

oversight of all financial activities of the chapter, maintains the funds, prepares the
biennial audit and necessary tax forms for the IRS, cuts checks for international
induction fees and jewelry, oversees the investment plan and maintains fiscal policies and procedures.

Claudette Metsker RN, MSN, AOCN

Education: Diploma, St. Luke’s School of Nursing
BSN, University of Kansas
MSN, University of Kansas

Employment: Clinical Nurse, The Cancer Institute Blood and Marrow Transplant Program, St. Luke’s
Hospital
Past: Research Coordinator, Heartland Cancer Research

Staff Nurse, St. Luke’s Hospital
Past STT offices held: None

Offices held in other organizations:
Secretary of Greater Kansas City Oncology Nursing Society

Liz Truckenmiller
Education: ADN, Penn Valley Community College, KC, MO
BSN, University of Missouri at Kansas City, KC, MO

Employment: Clinical Nurse Manager, NICU, St. Luke’s Hospital
Past: Worked at St. Luke’s since 1972.
Past STTI offices held: Member of the Finance Committee
Other information: Hold NCC Certification in Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing.

— Records and arranges for typing the minutes for each Board of

Directors and business meetings, distributes minutes to all members of the Board of Directors, keeps an
official record book of the minutes of all business meetings and prepares an annual report to the chapter
membership.

Susan C. Ralston, RN, MSN, ARNP, BC

Education: Diploma, Columbia Hospital SON, Milwaukee
BSN, Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ
MSN, Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ

Employment: Instructor, University of Kansas, School of Nursing

Past: Nurse Practitioner, University of Kansas Hospital ER
Nurse Practitioner, Internal Medicine
Staff RN in Critical Care
Branch Director of Favorite Nurses, Inc.

Past STTI offices held: None
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Offices held in other organizations:
Chairperson, Nominating Committee, New Jersey Nurses Association
Board of Directors, Member at Large, Region Ill, New Jersey Nurses Association

Diana Reiser, RN, MSN

Education: BSN, University of Nebraska
MAEd, University of Missouri, Kansas City
MSN, University of Kansas

Employment: Director, Inpatient Perinatal Services, St. Luke’s

Past: Nurse Manager, NICU, St. Luke’s Hospital
Clinical Nurse Manager, Newborn Nursery, Menorah Medical Center
Instructor, Maternal-Infant Nursing, KU SON
Staff Nurse Team Leader, Med-Surg, Adult ICU,
Mother-Baby & Nursery, Research Hospital
Instructor, Adult ICU, Coronary Care, Med-Surg, Research Hospital School of Nursing
Developed AVT units for nursing curriculum, Johnson County Community College

Past STTI offices held: President (Second Chapter Key Award)
Vice-President
Nominating Committee
Publicity Committee
Recording Secretary

Offices Held in other organizations:
Program Chair- 1981 NAACOG District Convention
Communications Committee — NANN
Chairperson — Greater KC Neonatal Nurses
Editorial Board — JCGNN (AWHONN)

Other information you desire to share about your affiliation with STTI:
Co-author of “Celebrating 75 Years of Excellence — the Early Chapters — Delta Chapter”, a collection of monographs
of the early chapters of STT, written for the 75" anniversary of the society.

— serves as a member of the Eligibility Committee, leads procedures
for determining undergraduate membership eligibility and inducting new members, develops strategies for
publicizing and informing students of eligibility for membership, notifies students of their eligibility status,
and sends out the appropriate membership application materials. (Must be a faculty member of the
college/university where the chapter is located).

JoEllen Greischar-Billiard, MS, RN
Education: BSN, University of Kansas
MS (Nursing), Russell Sage College, Troy, New York

Employment: Clinical Assistant Professor, KU School of Nursing
Past: Director of Staff Development, St. Mary’s Hospital, Troy, New York

Past STTI offices held: Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary

Other information you desire to share about your affiliations with STTI:

“I have really enjoyed serving as the undergraduate counselor over the past two years, and would welcome the
opportunity to continue to serve.”
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Sandy Hanson, RN, BSN, M.Ed.

Education:

Employment:

Past STTI offices held:

BSN, University of Kansas
M.Ed. University of Kansas

Assistant Professor, KU School of Nursing
Undergraduate Counselor

Vice President
By-Laws Committee Member and Chair

Offices held in other organizations:

KSNA Convention Chair
lowa State President of ILN
APON By-Laws Chair
NSNA-KANS-KUSN Advisor

— oversees the selection of well-qualified members who can provide the

necessary leadership to achieve chapter goals and to meet the needs of members, oversees the
preparation, distribution and tallying of election ballots, notifies all candidates (elected and non-elected) of

the election results.

Suzanne Bentley, RN, BSN, MSN, CNM, IBCLS

Education:

Employment:

Past:

Past STTI offices held:

BSN, Arizona State University

MSN, Wright State University

Post Master’s Certificate of Nurse Midwifery, University of Kansas
Master’s in Theological Studies, St. Paul Theological

Seminary, anticipated graduation May 2004.

Maternal Child Clinical Nurse Specialist and Lactation Consultant
University of Kansas Hospital

Clinical Nurse Specialist and Lactation Specialist, Children’s Mercy Hospital
Educator for Birthing Center, St. Mary’s Hospital
Clinical Education Specialist, Children’s Hospital in Dayton, Ohio

None

Offices held in other organizations:

Current Chapter V-18 chairperson for the local American College of Nurse Midwives

Jackie Nowak, MS, ARNP

Education:

Employment:

Past:

Past STT offices held:

BSN, University of lllinois
MS (Nursing), University of Kansas

Instructor, University of Kansas School of Nursing

KU Health Partnership
Healthcor Home Health, Inc.

Corresponding Secretary

Offices held in other organizations:

University of Kansas School of Nursing

Co-Leader Undergraduate Advisory Council
Secretary/Treasurer Faculty Assembly

Project Eagle Health Advisory Board - 2002 to 2004



Spring/Summer, 2004 age 14

SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS

We at Delta Chapter are proud of our distinguished membership and are delighted to hear about
membersCachievements, appointments, and awards. We are pleased to carry announcements of
such items in the Delta Chapter Newsletter. Please use this form to notify us of your
accomplishments. Thank youl!

Name:

Message:

If you are enclosing a publication notice, please include appropriate citation information. The
deadline for submission of reports of activities, honors, presentations, or publications for the next
newsletter (Winter/Fall) is September 15, 2004.

Mail to: Kathy Fletcher, Delta Chapter Newsletter Editor, University of Kansas School of Nursing,
3901 Rainbow Blvd., Kansas City, Kansas 66160-7502.

SIGMA THETA TAU, INC Non-Profit Organization
INTERNATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY OF NURSING U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Delta Chapter Shawnee Mission, KS 66202
The University of Kansas School of Nursing Permit #434

3901 Rainbow Blvd.
Kansas City, KS 66160-7502

Moving? Go to SSTI website
www.nursingsociety.org/chapters/change_of_address.html
and change it on-line.



