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WHAT’S
HAPPENING???
/ You need to visit the
delta chapter website at
wwwz2.kumec.edu/son/stt
to obtain the latest
information!

April 12, 2007
Executive Board meeting
3025 SON
3:45-5:15 p.m.

May 10, 2007
Executive Board meeting
3025 SON
4:00-5:00 p.m.

May 17, 2007
Induction Banquet
5:30-9:00 p.m.
Ritz Charles
9000 West 137" Street
Overland Park, KS

(More information Page 4)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

At the Chapter Leader Academy Tast September, Delta Chapter received a
Showcase of Regional Excellence Award for innovative chapter financing. This
reward replaces the Pinnacle Awards. Pictured is Chris Alumbaugh, Region 3
Coordinator presenting the award. While we were there, David Martin,
President-Elect took a picture of the chapter paver, pictured on the right.
Please read the article about the CLA by David inside.

Also in this newsletter are articles about several of our members who have
received honors. We are very proud of these leaders and scholars. If you know
of any other members who have major achievements, please let us know.

Our Teadership intern program, Delta Leadership Odyssey Experience, is in its
second year. We have three interns who are taking time from their busy
schedules to meet with Mike Bleich. The interns this year are Mira Kim, Holly
0’Brien and Ashley Winblad. The leadership intern program is available to any
member, new or continuing, who wants to improve their leadership skills.
Candidates apply in spring and will be notified in early fall. If you are
interested please inform Kathy Fletcher, Leadership Succession Committee chair
at kfletche@kumc.edu or 913-588-1681.

I look forward to seeing you on May 17 at the Induction Banquet.
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DO YOU KNOW A STT
MEMBER WHO
DEMONSTRATES
EXCELLENCE IN NURSING
LEADERSHIP OR CLINICAL
PRACTICE?

b A

F\‘(

The nominations for the Delta Chapter Excellence in
Clinical Practice and/or Excellence in Community
Leadership Awards are due by April 1, 2007. Award
criteria and procedures are located at
http://mww2.kumc.edu/son/STT/awards2.htm.
Candidates must be members of Sigma Theta Tau
and nominated by a member of Delta Chapter.
Please send your nominations to Susan Parker,
Chair, Research and Awards Committee, 3901
Rainbow Blvd, Kansas City, Kansas or fax it to (913)
588-1021.

TRAVEL & RESEARCH
AWARDS

The Delta Chapter Research and Travel Awards
application deadlines are March 1 and
September 1 of each year. The Award criteria
are posted on the Delta Chapter website:
http://www?2.kumc.edu/son/STT/. Please send
your applications to Susan Parker, Chair,
Research and Awards committee (2017 SON).

Please look for The

2007 Sigma Theta %
Tau - Delta Chapter [l 4
Ballot at the end of

this newsletter. Your * Kk %

vote counts!

HELLO

From September 28 to the 30th, President
Sharon Kumm, President-Elect David Martin
and Intern Mira Kim represented Delta Chapter
at the Sigma Theta Tau International Chapter
Leader Academy in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Attended by over 400 Sigma Theta Tau
International members from throughout the US,
the Chapter Leadership Academy is designed
to bring past, current, and future leaders
together for three days of learning from each
other about building successful local chapters.
The programming included national speakers
on building personal, team, community, and
global leadership skills. The program also gave
ample time for participants to network with
other leaders from Region Three, the other
fourteen regions and the national leadership of
Sigma Theta Tau. Included with this Academy
was the unveiling of the Paver walkway at the
International Headquarters. All totaled it was
an exciting time, with Delta chapter featured for
the continuous Chapter Key Awards

and leadership in local, regional and national
events.

Fall Chapter
Meeting

The fall chapter meeting was held on November
9, 2006. The night began with opportunities for
networking and the Delta chapter business
meeting. The educational portion of the meeting
was presented by Jacque Carpenter, RNC, MS,
PhD. The topic was “The Ef fects of
Exercise on Physical Function, Pain, &
Stiffnress in  Older Adults with Lower
Extremity  Osteoarthritis.” It was an
enlightening discussion and the chapter
appreciated Jacque sharing her expertise.



http://www2.kumc.edu/son/STT/awards2.htm
http://www2.kumc.edu/son/STT/
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Induction Banquet

The Induction banquet will be held on May 17, 2007 in the Ritz Charles banquet room located at
9000 West 137" Street in Overland Park, Kansas. The social hour will start at 5:30 p.m. with a
Cash Bar. The dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m. The menu for this evening will be a chicken or
vegetarian entrée. Please indicate on your registration whether you need a vegetarian plate. The
dress is semi-formal. The program recognizing award recipients and new inductees will begin at
7:30. The registration form for the banquet is placed at the bottom of this page. The cost of the
banquet is $38.00 per person. Please return this registration form and your money to Diane
Kennedy by May 3, 2007. Each of the new inductees will receive a complimentary meal to the
banquet. We would appreciate donations to help sponsor these new members. Please indicate on
your registration form if you would like to sponsor a new member and enclose your donation. A
map and directions to the Ritz Charles are included on the next page for your convenience.

Inducton Ceremony/Banquet May 17, 2007
(Make checks payable to Delta Chapter STT) .-

Number of Dinners at $38.00 each
Donation to sponsor a new member

Name:

Address:

Check here if you need a vegetarian plate c

Mail to:

KU School of Nursing
Diane Kennedy/Office 2063
3901 Rainbow
KC, KS 66160
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DIRECTIONS TO RITZ CHARLES ON MAY 17, 2007

FROM KCI AIRPORT
Take 1-29 North for 6 miles to 1-435 South. Continue on
I-435 South around the city until 1-435 South becomes I-
435 East. Exit at 69 South. After 4 miles, exit at 135th
Street. Turn right at the bottom of the ramp and continue
west on 135th Street to the second stop light (Antioch).
At Antioch, turn left and continue south to the first street
(137th Street). Turn right and continue west on 137th
Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north side of the
street.
OR

FROM KCI AIRPORT

Take 1-29 South for 12 miles to the 1-635 South exit.
Take 1-635 South for 15 miles to the 1-35 South exit.
Take 1-35 South for 8 miles to 69 South (Overland
Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th
Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom
of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street to the
second stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and
continue south to the first street (137th Street). Turn
right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles,
which is on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-35 SOUTHBOUND

Take 1-35 South through Kansas City to 69 South
(Overland Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the
135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the
bottom of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street to
the second stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and
continue south to the first street (137th Street). Turn
right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles,
which is on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-70 EASTBOUND

Take 1-70 East past toll plaza to the 1-435 South exit.
Take 1-435 South to where it turns into 1-435 East and
continue on to 69 South exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles
to the 135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right
at the bottom of the ramp and continue west on 135th
Street to the second stop light (Antioch). At Antioch,
turn left and continue south to the first street (137th
Street). Turn right and continue west on 137th Street to
Ritz Charles, which is on the north side of the street.

VIA 1-70 WESTBOUND

Take 1-70 West past the Sports Complex to the 1-435
South exit. Take 1-435 South to where it turns into I-
435 West and continue on 1-435 to 69 south exit. Take
69 South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit at
135th Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp and
continue west on 135th Street to the second stop light
(Antioch). At Antioch, turn left and continue south to
the first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue
west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the
north side of the street.

FROM LEE'S SUMMIT

Take 470 West, which will merge and become 1-435
West. Continue on 1-435 West to the 69 South exit.
Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit
at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp and
continue west on 135th Street to the second stop light
(Antioch). At Antioch turn left and continue south to the
first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue west
on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north
side of the street.

Ritz Charles, Inc. - 9000 W 137th St. - Overland Park, KS 66221
(913) 685-2600 - Fax (913) 685-2979
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Spotlight on Delta
CHAPTER

PUBLICATIONS & PRESENTATIONS (=

OPerinatal dAdtSuppdetiTogwaBreastfeeding Among Adol escent
Program and Karen Wambach, RN, PhD, Advisor.

0Cancer Treatment, Sy mpQaorme Manmn aFgielnepnitn o afddu IStesi6f by Phoe
FAAN.

AWARDS ﬁ

Dr. Judith J. Warren, PhD, RN, FAAN, FACMI is the first Christine
and Ross Hartley Centennial Professorship in Nursing Leadership at
the University of Kansas School of Nursing. The investiture ceremony
into this endowed position will be on Tuesday, April 24, 2007 at
12:30pm in the School of Nursing Auditorium. Dr. Warren came to the
University of Kansas in 2001 after roles in education and research at
the University of Nebraska College of Nursing, University of Nebraska
Hospital and Health Systems, the Medical College of South Carolina
and Kuakini Medical Center and the University of Hawaii School of
Nursing in Honolulu, Hawaii. As the Hartley Centennial Professor in

Nursing Leadership, Dr. Warren will continue her academic career at KUMC as an internationally
renowned nurse leader in healthcare informatics. She is an expert on health policy related to uses of
technology in national standards and security, health data classification, terminologies for the
electronic medical record, nursing information systems and integration of clinical databases in
educational curricula for health professions students.

Michael Bleich, RN, PhD, associate dean for clinical and community affairs
at the University of Kansas School of Nursing, was inducted into the
American Academy of Nursing, as one of the 2006 new Fellows on
November 11, 2006. He was selected for his outstanding achievements in
the nursing profession. Dr. Bleich was also recently named chair of the KU
School of Medicine’s Department of Health Policy and Management.

Lauren Aaronson, PhD, RN, FAAN, professor at the University of Kansas
School of Nursing, was recently elected to the board of directors of the
American Academy of Nursing (AAN). Dr. Aaronson’s two-year appointment
runs from November 10, 2006 through November 9, 2008.
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Member Highlight
Do you kno®

Name : Noreen C. Thompson RN, MSN, ARNP-BC
Occupation : Psychiatric Consultation Liaison CNS

Involvement in SST . Member since 1978. Chaired Nominating Committee 1995-96

How has STT Im pacted your professional development? I was thrilled to be
nominated when I was a beginning Nurse Faculty at Bishop Neumann College in Aston,
Pennsylvania.

What career and/or practice accomplishments have been most meaningful for

you? I was very active in the International Society for Psychiatric Consultation Liaison
Nurses organization which is now a division of the International Society of Psychiatric
Mental Health Nurses (ISPN). I am currently on the Board of Directors and I am Chair of the
Legislative Council since 2005. Prior to that I served on the ISPN Practice Council from
2001-2003. This year, I have been invited to be the first nurse on a global task force out
of the American Epilepsy Society whose mission will be improving the care and treatment of
Psychological Non-epileptic patients.

A real surprise and happy occurrence was in 1996 when my professional organization awarded me
with the Annual Clinical Practice Award. My 16 year old daughter Lauren accompanied me to
that conference as she was on Spring Break and so she was present at the award Tuncheon. Very
special memory for me!

How can you make a difference in the practice of nursing? I Tove my involvement with
graduate nursing students. They keep me on my toes by asking great questions and sharing new
knowledge with me. I also like to have undergraduate students who are considering a career
in advance practice Psychiatric Nursing come along on rounds with me from time to time.

Current Endeavors? I have been a Psychiatric Consultation Liaison Nurse for almost 2
decades at the University of Kansas Hospital. In that time, I have been focused on the
emotional and Psychiatric needs of medical- surgical patients. I feel blessed that I have
chosen a sub-specialty that allows me to learn on a daily basis. I Tove the variety of issues
I have been able to address in my work. I believe in staying in the moment, helping one
person at a time as I am able has helped me avoid burn-out.

I also couldn’t forget to mention my 20 year association with Dr. Carol Smith, who has
generously included me as part of her Family Care Research Team. I have learned so much about
research from my association with her. She always included the mental health needs of the
patient populations she studied. My work as the Vice-chair of the Adult Ethics committee has
been rewarding as well.

Two populations I have served in particular are: 1) nurses and other professionals who are
impaired and 2) patients who suffer with psychogenic seizures. I have been able to research
and publish in these special populations.

Most recently, I have served as Principal Investigator on a study which was recently accepted
for publication in Perspectives in Psychiatric Care. “The Experience of Living with Chronic
Mental I1Iness: A Photo-voice study”. As Co-Chair of the Nursing Research Council for the
Department of Nursing, I brought together a multi-disciplinary team including a staff nurse
who served as a research intern to complete this study. It will be presented at ISPN in
Montreal, April of 2007.
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2007 Ballot
Please indicate your choices on the ballot and mail it
to:
Attn: Sharon Kumm
Sigma Theta Tau Delta Chapter
University of Kansas School of Nursing
Mail Stop 4043
3901 Rainbow Blvd.
Kansas City, KS 66160-7502

Please review the nominees for Delta Chapter’s Executive Committee election
for years 2007-2009. The descriptions of the candidates are on pages 10-11.
Use the following ballot to vote and mail your ballot to Sharon Kumm by May 4,
2007

President -Elect (Please select one)

Beth Clark

Vice President _ (Please select one)

Katherine A. Fletcher

Corresponding  Secretary (Please select one)

Jacque Carpenter

Graduate Counselor _ (Please select one)

Juliana Brixley

Leadershi p Succession Committee (Please select one )

Robyn Setter

Melissa Wiehe
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o2 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
@ FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SIGMA THETA TAU DELTA CHAPTER NOMINEES
FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Biographical Sketches

President ElectD shall succeed into the presidency at the end of the term of office and shall
promote the purposes of the Society.

Eli zabeth ABet ho CIl ark

Education: BSN, University of Kansas
MSN, University of Kansas
Employment: Clinical Director, Cardiovascular Services, University of Kansas Hospital

Past STT offices held:Member, Nominating Committee, Delta Chapter
Vice President, Delta Chapter
Offices in other organizations:
Past Editor, Surgical Oncology Newsletter, Oncology Nursing
Society
Nurse Advisory Board, Amgen, Inc.
Past Member, American Cancer Society, Wyandotte County Council
Co-Facilitator, Clinical Documentation Project (PICOS), Rapid Process
Redesign, December
Co-Chair, Nursing Quality Council
Hospital Director for Hospital/Medical Director Partnership Program for
Cardiology

Vice PresidentD shall perform the duties of the president in the president’s absence and shall

serve on the Program Committee. The program committee will be responsible for the programs of
the chapter including the induction ceremony and two scholarly programs annually.

Katherine A. Fletcher
Education: BSN, University of Nebraska School of Nursing
MN, University of Kansas
Ph.D, University of Kansas
Employment: Clinical Associate Professor
University of Kansas, School of Nursing
Past STT offices held:Corresponding Secretary
Chair, Leadership Committee

Corresponding SecretaryD shall prepare and distribute the chapter newsletters.

Jacque Carpenter

Education: BSN, University of Kansas
MS, University of Kansas
PhD, University of Kansas
Employment: Clinical Assistant Professor, University of Kansas School of Nursing
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Graduae CounselorD serves as a member of the Eligibility Committee, leads procedures for
determining undergraduate membership eligibility and inducting new members, develops strategies
for publicizing and informing students of eligibility for membership, notifies students of their
eligibility status, and sends out the appropriate membership application materials.

Juliana Brixley

Education: AD, Associate of Science in Nursing, Missouri Southern State College
BSN, Nursing, University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston
MSN, Nursing, University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston
MPH, University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
PhD, Health Informatics. School of Health Information Sciences,
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston

Employment: Assistant Professor, KU School of Nursing
Nursing Supervisor, Methodist Hospital in Houston, TX.

Offices Held in other organizations:
Secretary — Elsik High School Band Boosters Club (Houston)

Leadership SuccessiorCommittee ‘D shall develop members in organizational leadership
roles across the span of their careers, mentor members to assume organizational board and officer
positions at all levels of the organization. The committee shall oversee the preparation, distribution
and tallying of election ballots, notify all candidates (elected and non-elected) of the election
results.

Robyn Setter

Education: BSN, University of Kansas

MN, University of Kansas
Employment: Education Specialist, Department of Nursing, University of Kansas
Hospital

Co-Coordinator for BSN Nurse Residency Program

Offices Held in other organizations:
Member, National Nurses Staff Development Organization Affiliate
Advisory Committee.

Melissa Wiehe

Education: BS, Business Administration, University of Kansas
BSN, University of Kansas
Employment: RN, CCRN, Surgical Intensive Care Unit, University of Kansas Hospital

Offices Held in other organizations:
Communication Chair, AACN
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SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS

We at Delta Chapter are proud of our distinguished membership and are delighted to hear about
members' achievements, appointments, and awards. We are pleased to carry announcements of

such items in the Delta Chapter Newsletter.

accomplishments. Thank you!

Name:

Please use this form to notify us of your

Message:

If you are enclosing a publication notice, please include appropriate citation information. The
deadline for submission of reports of activities, honors, presentations, or publications for the next

newsletter (Winter/Fall) is September 15, 2007.

Mail to: University of Kansas School of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau-Delta Chapter, Attn:
Corresponding Secretary, 3901 Rainbow Boulevard, KC, KS 66160-7502

SIGMA THETA TAU, INC

INTERNATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY OF NURSING
Delta Chapter

The University of Kansas School of Nursing

3901 Rainbow Blvd.

Kansas City, KS 66160-7502

Moving? Go to SSTI website
www.nursingsociety.org/chapters/change_of_address.html
and change it on-line.

Non-Profit Organization
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