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What’s 

Happening??? 
You need to visit the 

delta chapter website at 
www2.kumc.edu/son/stt 
to obtain the latest 

information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of events 

 

March 8, 2006 
Executive Board meeting 

3025 SON 
4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

March 16, 2006 
Spring Business Meeting & Program 

5:00-7:00 p.m.  
Atrium & G013 SON 

 

April 12, 2006 
Executive Board meeting 

3025 SON 
3:45-5:15 p.m. 

 

May 10, 2006 
Executive Board meeting 

3025 SON 
4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

May 18, 2006 
Induction Banquet 

5:30-9:00 p.m. 
Ritz Charles 

9000 West 137
th
 Street 

Overland Park, KS 
(More information Page 5) 
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 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

 

 
 
 

In January 1931 Delta Chapter received its 
charter. That makes us 75 years old. While 
attending the Biennial Conference in 
November, I received the official plaque 
honoring our 75

th
 anniversary. We are 

planning the celebration during Alumni 
Weekend.  Look for more announcements 
about this fun event in September. 
 
At the Biennial Convention two chapter 
members received awards and the Chapter 
was given its seventh Chapter Key Award. 
The Chapter Key Award recognizes 
outstanding chapters and I am very pleased 
that we received this award during my term 
as president. Carol Smith received the 
Distinguished Research Award. Amanda von 
Schriltz was given the first Pillar of Service for 
her involvement in Delta Chapter and KU 
Hospital recruitment and retention program. 
The pillar of service award is given to a 
member who provided extraordinary service 
during the first two years of membership. 
 
We have an interesting program planned for 
March 16. Please join us to discuss the how 
we “baby boomers” can work more effectively 
with the “generation X” nurses.  
 
Our Leadership Intern program is going well 
under the guidance of Mike Bleich.  The three 
current interns, Heidi Boehm, Stephanie 

Painter and Rachel Small, have learned about 
their leadership styles and are planning 
projects.  The leadership intern program is 
available to any member, new or continuing, 
who wants to improve their leadership skills. 
Candidates apply in spring and will be notified 
in early fall. If you are interested please 
inform Kathy Fletcher, Leadership 
Succession Committee chair at 
kfletche@kumc.edu or 913-588-1681.   
 
The theme for this Biennium is “Vision to 
Action: Global Health through Collaboration.” 
 STTI president, Carol Picard, is asking each 
member to think about how we collaborate as 
members and chapters in knowledge, 
leadership, service, community and 
sustainability. We need to collaborate within 
our chapter and reach out to the community, 
other chapters, and globally to achieve the 
mission of STTI. If you are interested in 
collaborating within the chapter, we need 
volunteers on the Finance and Research and 
Awards Committees. The board is interested 
in knowing how the members would like to 
reach out to the community and globally. 
Please contact me with any suggestions at 
skumm@kumc.edu.   
 
I want to thank the current committee 
members for their work:   
 
Å Research and Awards Committee:   
 JoAnn Lierman and Edna Hamera 
Å Finance Committee: Liz Truckenmiller 

 
If you are interested in collaborating within the 
chapter, we need volunteers on both 
committees. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Spring 
Business Meeting and Program on March 16 
and again in September for our anniversary 
celebration.  
 
Sharon Kumm 

mailto:kfletche@kumc.edu
mailto:skumm@kumc.edu
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Do you know a STT 

member who 

demonstrates 

excellence in 

nursing leadership 

or clinical practice? 

 

 

The nominations for the Delta Chapter Excellence in 
Clinical Practice and/or Excellence in Community 
Leadership Awards are due by April 1, 2006.  Award 
criteria and procedures are located at 
http://www2.kumc.edu/son/STT/awards2.htm.  
Candidates must be members of Sigma Theta Tau 
and nominated by a member of Delta Chapter.  
Please send your nominations to Susan Parker, 
Chair, Research and Awards Committee, 3901 
Rainbow Blvd, Kansas City, Kansas or fax it to (913) 
588-1021. 

 

Travel & Research 

Awards 

 
The Delta Chapter Research and Travel 
Awards application deadlines are March 1 and 
September 1 of each year.  The Award criteria 
are posted on the Delta Chapter website:  
hppt://www2.kumc.edu/son/stt/awarew2.htm.  
Please send your applications to Susan Parker, 
Chair, Research and Awards committee (2017 
SON). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books sent for 

Tsunami Relief 

 

 
A big thank you goes to 

all our members who 

donated books to send to 

areas that were hit by the 

tsunami. In June 2006, 

members Kathy Fletcher, 

Sharon Kumm, David 

Martin with the help of 

Shonté Hutson packed 15 

boxes of books to send to 

SriLanka and India.  This 

donation was greatly 

needed to help restore 

the libraries that were 

ravaged during this 

terrible event.  Good job,  

Delta Chapter! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www2.kumc.edu/son/STT/awards2.htm
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The fall chapter meeting was held on November 
10, 2005.  The night began with opportunities for 
snacking, networking and the Delta chapter 
business meeting.  The educational portion of the 
meeting featured Kathleen Brewer, PhD, ARNP, 
BC speaking about “Identified Factors that 
Promote and Hinder Academic Integrity among 
Baccalaureate Nursing Students.”  The 
presentation gave the chapter members much to 
think about and discuss. 

 

 

 

 

                

                

Watch for Upcoming details about a 

special fall celebration of our 75
th

 

anniversary, in conjunction with 

the 100
th

 year anniversary of the 

School of Nursing!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

University of Kansas  

School of Nursing  

3901 Rainbow Blvd.  

Kansas City, KS  

 

Thur sday, March 16, 2006  

 

5:00 p.m. 
Appetizers & Networking 

SON Atrium 
 

5:30 p.m. 
Business Meeting 

G013 SON 
 

6:00 p.m. 

Mary Leenerts, RN, Ph.D.  

& 

Kim Rock, MPH, Ph.D  

 

Presenting  

ñMillenial Nurse from 

Education to Practice: 

Entitled Whiners or 

Determined?ò 
G013 SON     

C.E.U.’s provided
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The Induction banquet will be held on May 18, 2006 in the Ritz Charles banquet room located at 
9000 West 137

th
 Street in Overland Park, Kansas.  The social hour will start at 5:30 p.m. with a 

Cash Bar.  The dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m.  The menu for this evening will be a chicken or 
vegetarian entrée.  Please indicate on your registration whether you need a vegetarian plate. The 
dress is semi-formal.  The program recognizing award recipients and new inductees will begin at 
7:30.  The registration form for the banquet is placed at the bottom of this page.  The cost of the 
banquet is $38.00 per person.  Please return this registration form and your money to Claudette 

Metsker by May 9, 2006.  Each of the new inductees receive a complimentary meal to the 
banquet.  We would appreciate donations to help sponsor these new members.  Please indicate 
on your registration form if you would like to sponsor a new member and enclose your donation. A 
map and directions to the Ritz Charles are included on the next page for your convenience. 

 

Time for the 

Induction 

Banquet 
Induction Ceremony/Banquet May 18, 2006 
(Make checks payable to Delta Chapter STT)  

 
____Number of Dinners at $38.00 each  

 
____Donation to sponsor a new member  

 
Name: _____________ _______ _______________  

 
Ad dress: ___________ ______________________  

 
Check here if you need a vegetarian plate c 

 
Mail to:  

Claudette Metsker   
24050 147th Street 

Leavenworth, KS 66048 
 

Deadline:  May 2, 2003  
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Directions to Ritz Charles on May 18, 2006 

 
FROM KCI AIRPORT  

Take I-29 North for 6 miles to I-435 South. Continue on 
I-435 South around the city until I-435 South becomes I-
435 East. Exit at 69 South. After 4 miles, exit at 135th 
Street. Turn right at the bottom of the ramp and 
continue west on 135th Street to the second stop light 
(Antioch). At Antioch, turn left and continue south to the 
first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue west 
on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north 
side of the street. 

OR 

 

FROM KCI AIRPORT  
Take I-29 South for 12 miles to the I-635 South exit. 
Take I-635 South for 15 miles to the I-35 South exit. 
Take I-35 South for 8 miles to 69 South (Overland 
Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th 
Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom 
of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street to the 
second stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and 
continue south to the first street (137th Street). Turn 
right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, 
which is on the north side of the street. 

 

VIA 1-35 SOUTHBOUND  
Take I-35 South through Kansas City to 69 South 
(Overland Pkwy.) exit. Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 
135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn right at the 
bottom of the ramp and continue west on 135th Street 
to the second stop light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left 
and continue south to the first street (137th Street). Turn 
right and continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, 
which is on the north side of the street. 

 VIA 1-70 EASTBOUND  
Take I-70 East past toll plaza to the I-435 South exit. 
Take I-435 South to where it turns into I-435 East and 
continue on to 69 South exit. Take 69 South for 4 
miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit at 135th Street, turn 
right at the bottom of the ramp and continue west on 
135th Street to the second stop light (Antioch). At 
Antioch, turn left and continue south to the first street 
(137th Street). Turn right and continue west on 137th 
Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the north side of the 
street. 

 

VIA 1-70 WESTBOUND  
Take I-70 West past the Sports Complex to the I-435 
South exit. Take I-435 South to where it turns into I-
435 West and continue on I-435 to 69 south exit. Take 
69 South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit at 
135th Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp and 
continue west on 135th Street to the second stop light 
(Antioch).  At Antioch, turn left and continue south to 
the first street (137th Street). Turn right and continue 
west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is on the 
north side of the street. 

 

FROM LEE'S SUMMIT  
Take 470 West, which will merge and become I-435 
West. Continue on I-435 West to the 69 South exit. 
Take 69 South for 4 miles to the 135th Street exit. Exit 
at 135th Street, turn right at the bottom of the ramp 
and continue west on 135th Street to the second stop 
light (Antioch). At Antioch turn left and continue south 
to the first street (137th Street). Turn right and 
continue west on 137th Street to Ritz Charles, which is 
on the north side of the street. 

Ritz Charles, Inc. - 9000 W 137th St. - Overland Park, KS 66221  
(913) 685-2600 - Fax (913) 685-2979 
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Spotlight on the Delta 
CHAPTER    

 

PUBLICATIONS   

Breedlove, G (2005). Perceptions of Social Support from Pregnant and Parenting Teens Using 

Community-Based Doulas. Journal of Perinatal Education, 14, (3), 15-22.  

 

Rempusheski, V.F. * OôHara, C.T. (2005). Psychometric Properties of the Grandparent Perceptions of 

Family Scale (GPFS). Nursing Research, Sept/Oct 54, (5), 365-371.  

PRESENTATIONS   

 
ñA Comparative Study of Infant Feeding Intentions Among Pregnant Adolescentsò by Wilaiporn 

Rojjanasrirat, Karen Wambach (PI), & Khatar Wejdan.  

 

ñSymptom Monitoring and Dependent Care during Cancer Treatment in Childrenò by Phoebe 

Williams, Jamie Schmideskamp, Lavonne Ridder, & Arthur Williams.  

 

 

 

AWARDS   
 
 

Amanda von Schriltz was awarded the first Pillar of Service Award in November at the Biennial 

Convention. The award recognizes a recently inducted member whose exemplary voluntary 

service has positively impacted the honor society, nursing profession or health care.  Amanda 

was a co-chair in the 2004 Alzheimerôs Walk, and participated in the new member orientation in 

July 2005 and the Community Leader recruitment table at the Kansas University Hospital. She was 

also involved in KU hospital retention and recruitment projects. Amanda is currently in the nurse 

anesthesia program at KU. Congratulations, Amanda! 
 
 

                                                                                     



 Spring/Summer, 2005 age 8 
 

SIGMA THETA TAU DELTA CHAPTER 

2006 Ballot 

Please indicate your choices on the ballot and mail it 

to:  

Attn:  Kathy Fletcher 

Sigma Theta Tau Delta Chapter 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

3901 Rainbow Blvd. 

Kansas City, KS  66160-7502  

 

Please review the nominees for Delta Chapter Executive Committee election for 

years 2006-2008.  The descriptions of the candidates are on pages 9-11.  Use the 

following ballot to vote and mail your ballot to Kathy Fletcher by May 9, 2006. 
 
President-Elect (Please select one) 
 

______ David Martin 

 
Treasurer (Please select one) 
 

______ Diane Kennedy 

 
Recording Secretary (Please select one) 
 

______ Kelli Kramer 

 

______ Ellen Rindner 

 

______ Suzy Shupe 

 
Undergraduate Counselor (Please select one) 
 

______ Kathleen Brewer 

 

 
Governance Committee (Please select one) 
 

______ Sandy Hanson 

 
Leadership  Committee (Please select two) 
 

______ Michael Bleich 

 

______ Vicki Hicks 

 

______ Jackie Nowak 
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Biographical Sketches 

For Executive Committee 

 

President Elect ï shall succeed into the presidency at the end of the term of office and shall 

promote the purposes of the Society. 

 

David Martin, RN, MN 

   
Education:   BSN, Pittsburgh State 

    MN, University of Washington 

 

Employment:   Assistant Clinical Professor, University 

                                                    of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Previous STT Offices:  Undergraduate Counselor 

    Chair, Publicity Committee 

                                                    Current Recording Secretary 
 

Treasurer ï serves as member of the Finance Committee, responsible for oversight of all financial 

activities of the chapter, maintains the funds, prepares the biennial audit and necessary tax forms for the 
IRS, cuts checks for international induction fees and jewelry, oversees the investment plan and maintains 
fiscal policies and procedures. 

Diane Kennedy, RN, Ph.D 

Education:   BS Iowa State University 

    BSN Graceland University 

    MN University of Kansas 

    Ph.D. in Nursing University of Kansas 

 

Employment::   Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Recording Secretary ï records and arranges for typing the minutes for each Board of Directors and 

business meetings, distributes minutes to all members of the Board of Directors, keeps an official record 
book of the minutes of all business meetings and prepares an annual report to the chapter membership. 

Kelli Kramer, RN ARNP-BC 

Education:   BSN Graceland University 

    MSN University of Kansas 

    Teaching Certificate University of Kansas 

  

Employment:   Graduate Teaching Assistant,  

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Offices held in past:              Student representative on Curriculum Committee, Research 

Committee, Professional Integrity (PROFITS) Committee. 

Ellen Rindner, RN, PhD, ARNP, BC 

Education:   BSN Plattsburg State University 

    MSN Texas Womenôs University 

    Ph.D. University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Employment::   Assistant Clinical Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 
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Suzy Shupe, RN,  MS, ARNP, CS 

Education:   BSN University of Kansas School of Nursing 

    MSN University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Employment::   Assistant Clinical Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Past STTI offices held:  Corresponding Secretary; Delta Chapter 

                            Nominating Committee: Delta Chapter 

 

Offices held in past:  KU Nursing Alumni 

 

Undergraduate Counselor – serves as a member of the Eligibility Committee, leads procedures for 

determining undergraduate membership eligibility and inducting new members, develops strategies for 
publicizing and informing students of eligibility for membership, notifies students of their eligibility status, 
and sends out the appropriate membership application materials. 

M. Kathleen Brewer, Ph.D ARNP BC 

Education:   Diploma in Nursing, St. Francis Hospital School of Nursing 

    BSN Brenau Womenôs College 

    MS Psych/Mental Health Nursing Georgia State University 

    Ph.D. in Community Nursing Georgia State University 

 

Employment::   Clinical Associate Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Previous STT Offices:  President: Pi Gamma Chapter 

    Nominations Chair:  Epsilon Alpha Chapter 

    Graduate Counselor: Alpha Epsilon Chapter 

    Undergraduate Counselor:  Alpha Epsilon Chapter 

 

Governance Committee – shall oversee bylaws compliance, make recommendations for bylaws 

changes, oversee member and chapter eligibility issues and be responsible for program planning and 
chapter publicity. 

Sandra Hanson, RN, BSN, MEd 

Education:   BSN University of Kansas School of Nursing 

    Med. University of Kansas    

 

Employment::   Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Previous STT Offices:  Governance Committee:  Delta Chapter 

Undergraduate Counselor:  Delta Chapter 

    Vice President:  Delta Chapter 

    Bylaws Committee Chair:  Delta Chapter 

 

Offices held in past:                 KSNA Convention Chair 

    Iowa State President of ILN 

    APON By-Laws Chair 

    NSNA-KANS-KUSON Advisor 
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Leadership Committee ï shall develop members in organizational leadership roles across the 

span of their careers, mentor members to assume organizational board an officer positions at all 

levels of the organization.  The committee shall select nominees and prepare the ballot.  

 

Michael Bleich, PhD, RN, CNAA 

Education:   Diploma LPN Madison Area Technical College 

    Diploma (RN) St. Lukes Hospital School of Nursing 

BSN Milton College 

    MPH University of Minnesota 

    Ph.D. University of Nebraska 

     

Employment::   Associate Dean of Clinical & Community Affairs 

    Executive Director/COO KU HEALTHParnters, Inc. 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Offices held in past:   

Bylaws Chair, NNA 

Secretary, Midwest Nursing Center Consortium 

    President, NeLN 

    Board Member, Nebraska Organization of Nurse Executives 

   

Vicki Hicks, RN, MS, ARNP 

Education:   BSN Avila College 

    MS University of Kansas School of Nursing 

     

Employment::   Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

Occupational Health Nurse, Hallmark Cards, Inc. 

 

Previous STT Offices:  Nominations Chair:  Delta Chapter 

    Corresponding Secretary:  Beta Lambda Chapter 

 

   

Jackie Nowak, MS, ARNP 

Education:   BSN University of Illinois 

    MS (Nursing), University of Kansas 

     

Employment::   Clinical Assistant Professor 

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

 

Previous STT Offices:  Leadership Committee:  Delta Chapter 

    Corresponding Secretary: Delta Chapter 

 

Offices held in past:  

University of Kansas School of Nursing 

    Co-Leader Undergraduate Advisory Council 

    Secretary/Treasurer Faculty assembly 

    Project Eagle Health Advisory Board 
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Member Highlight 
Do you know Heidi Boehm?                        
                                              

                         
Name: Heidi Bo ehm, RN, BSN  (center in photo)  
 
Occupation:  Unit Educator, Fam ily Medicine and Orthopedics at The University of Kansas 
Hospital.  I am also the interim educator for the new Short Stay Unit.  
 
Involvement in SST:  I was inducted in May 2005 and have partici pated in the Delta 
Leadership Odyssey experience this year.  As an intern, I attend the monthly board 
meetings when possible (sometimes I am unable to leave my unit in time).  I am also 
working with the two other interns to develop an orientation program f or new members.  I 
am attending the regional meeting on March 2, 2006.  
 
How has STT Impacted your professional development?  I am reading more research 
than I was before.  I especially enjoy the journal Scholarship.  I also feel more comfortable 
around nur se leaders and have strengthened my own leadership skills.  
 
What career and/or practice accomplishments have been most meaningful for you? 
 My most meaningful accomplishment in my nursing practice thus far has been working with 
patients and making a positi ve difference in their lives.  I also enjoy my role as a unit 
educator and feel privileged to have the opportunity to work with new nurse graduates as 
they begin their career in nursing.   
 
How can you make a difference in the practice of nursing?  I belie ve I can make a 
difference in the practice of nursing by maintaining my passion and excitement for the 
profession.  I enjoy reading nursing research and look forward to working on research 
projects to enhance the practice of nursing and to implement eviden ced based practice.  
 
Current Endeavors?  I am in graduate school at The University of Kansas School of 
Nursing working on my masterôs degree in Organizational Leadership.  I am also taking the 
Health Professions Educator courses.  I work full time as a uni t educator and participate in 
the Department of Nursing Practice Council, the Unit 43 Practice Council, chair of the PRIDE 
committee, which focuses on recruitment and retention of nurses at the hospital, and other 
taskforces at the hospital.  I am married and have two wonderful children.   
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SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION FOR FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

 

We at Delta Chapter are proud of our distinguished membership and are delighted to hear about 
members' achievements, appointments, and awards.  We are pleased to carry announcements of 
such items in the Delta Chapter Newsletter.  Please use this form to notify us of your 
accomplishments.  Thank you! 
 
Name:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Message: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
If you are enclosing a publication notice, please include appropriate citation information.  The 
deadline for submission of reports of activities, honors, presentations, or publications for the next 
newsletter (Winter/Fall) is September 15, 2006. 
 
Mail to:  Teresa Ilten, Delta Chapter Newsletter Editor, Johnson County Community College, 
12345 College Boulevard, Overland Park, KS 66210. (e-mail: tilten@jccc.edu) 
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Moving?  Go to SSTI website 
www.nursingsociety.org/chapters/change_of_address.html 
and change it on-line. 


