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The University of Kansas Hospital’s
Patient Satisfaction Ranking:*

98th
percentile among

U.S. teaching hospitals

90th
percentile among

all U.S. hospitals

Hospital’s ranking in 1998:
5th percentile

* Year-to-date figures, Press Ganey survey data.

The University of Kansas Hospital’s
Mortality Rate:*

16%
below expected

for its patient population
* Hospital Standardized Mortality Rate, Institute for Healthcare

Improvement, figures just released for 2006.

Hospital Continues to Set Records

KU’s 136th
Graduation
Is May 18
Students from the
University of Kansas
Medical Center campus
will be among more than
4,000 expected to partici-
pate in the University of
Kansas’ 136th Commence-
ment Sunday, May 18, in
Lawrence, Kan.

The ceremony will follow
the traditional procession

of faculty, graduates and
dignitaries along Memorial
Drive, down Mount Oread
and into Memorial Stadium.
No tickets are required.

Graduation-related events
for KUMC campus students
include:

Thursday, May 15
Dinner
• 6 to 9 p.m., School of

Medicine, Hyatt Regency
Crown Center, 2345
McGee, Kansas City, Mo.

Saturday, May 17
Recognition ceremonies
• 9 a.m., School of Allied

Health
• 11 a.m., School of Nursing
Johnson County Community
College gymnasium,
12345 College Blvd.,
Overland Park, Kan.

Luncheons for graduates,
families and friends
• 10:30 a.m. to noon,

School of Allied Health,
Health Policy and
Management, Master

of Public Health and
Graduate Studies

• 12:30 to 2 p.m., School of
Nursing

“Under the Tent,”
KU Edwards Campus,
12600 Quivira Road,
Overland Park, Kan.

Hooding ceremonies
• 1 p.m., (joint ceremony)

Master of Health Services
Administration, Master of
Public Health and Master

continued on page 2, column 1

The University of Kansas Hospital achieved
record-breaking patient satisfaction levels –
reaching the 90th percentile among all hospitals
surveyed for the first time in its 102-year history.
In addition, the patient mortality rate has signifi-
cantly improved in just five years.



of Science in Clinical
Research, Battenfeld
Auditorium, KUMC campus

• 4 to 5:30 p.m., doctoral
graduates, Lied Center,
Lawrence campus

• 7 p.m., School of
Medicine, Lied Center

Sunday, May 18
Recognition ceremony
• 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Speech-

Language-Hearing/
Intercampus Program in
Communicative Disorders
(undergraduate and grad-
uate), 110 Budig Hall,
Lawrence campus; recep-
tion, Wescoe Hall patio

Commencement lunch
• 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Class

of 2008, Chancellor’s resi-
dence, 1532 Lilac Lane,
Lawrence; noon program

Commencement
• 2 p.m., participants assem-

ble on Memorial Drive
• 2:30 p.m., procession begins

toward Memorial Stadium
• 4:15 p.m., ceremony ends

Promotions
and Tenures
Announced
Faculty from the Kansas
City, Kan., campus of
the University of Kansas
Medical Center were honored
at the annual Promoted &
Tenured Faculty Dinner May 7.

Promotions
To professor
(previously tenured):
• Richard Dubinsky, MD,

Neurology
• Mark Fisher, PhD,

Biochemistry
• Michael Fox, ScD, Health

Policy & Management
• Leslie Heckert, PhD,

Molecular & Integrative
Physiology

• Daniel Swagerty, Jr., MD,
Family Medicine

• Joseph Tash, PhD, Molecular
& Integrative Physiology

To associate professor
with tenure:
• Jeffrey Burns, MD, Neurology
• Byron Gajewski, PhD,

Hearing & Speech

• Alexey Ladokhin, PhD,
Biochemistry

Tenure
Professor hired with
immediate tenure:
• Russell Swerdlow, MD,

Neurology
Awarded at current rank of
associate professor:
• Wanda Bonnel, PhD,

School of Nursing

Promotions
(non-tenure tracks)
To professor, Clinical
Scholar Track:
• Gary Gronseth, MD,

Neurology
• Belinda Vail, MD, Family

Medicine
To associate professor,
Clinical Scholar Track:
• Siddhartha Ganguly, MD,

Internal Medicine
• Lisa Gilmer, MD, Pediatrics
• Stephen Lauer, MD, PhD,

Pediatrics
To clinical professor,
Clinical Track:
• Jeanne Drisko, MD,

Obstetrics & Gynecology,
full time

• James Vacek, MD, Internal
Medicine, volunteer

To clinical associate
professor, Clinical Track:
• Larry Ridings, MD,

Neurology, full time
• Sallie Page-Goertz, MN,

Pediatrics, part time
To research associate
professor, Research Track:
• Irena Sarosiek, MD, Internal

Medicine, full time
• Snigdha Banerjee, PhD,

Internal Medicine, part time
To professor, Affiliate Track,
Stowers Institute:
• Olivier Pourquie, PhD,

Anatomy & Cell Biology,
volunteer

To professor, VA Affiliate:
• Peter VanVeldhuizen, MD,

Internal Medicine, part
time

To associate professor,
VA Affiliate:
• Joaquina Baranda, MD,

Internal Medicine, part time
• Suman Kambhampati, MD,

Internal Medicine, volunteer
• Sharad Mathur, MD,

Pathology & Laboratory
Medicine, volunteer

continued from page 1
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Recipients of the 2008 Nursing Excellence Awards at
The University of Kansas Hospital include (front row, from
left) Abbie Cooper, RN, Pre-Anesthesia Testing/Infusion
Clinic; Ashley Dinkel, RN, Medical Intensive Care
(MICU); and Lynn Marzinski, RN, Brandmeyer Patient
Resource Center; (back row) Lucia Moreno, RN,
Trauma/General Surgery; Greg Crawford, RN, Medical
Transplant Intensive Care; and Wilma Guilbeau, RN,
Emergency Department. Not shown are Carrie Buckley,
RN, MICU; and Mark Puno, RN, ED. Tammy Peterman,
RN, MS, executive vice president, chief operating officer
and chief nursing officer, named honorees at an
announcement ceremony during National Nurses Week.



Thursday, May 15
LUNG CANCER SUPPORT
GROUP: 5:30-6:30 p.m.,
Brandmeyer Patient Resource
Center, Westwood Campus.

Friday, May 16
HOSPITAL WEEK ACTIVITIES:
Candy cart; managers distribute
employee gifts.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY TUMOR
CONFERENCE: 7:30-8:30 a.m.,
3015 Sudler Auditorium.

NEUROLOGY/NEUROSURGERY
Grand Rounds: “What Can We
Learn About Survival from the NIS?
Analysis of Survival from Admission
for Stroke, SAH and Cardiac
Arrest,” Richard Dubinsky, MD,
7-9 a.m., Lied Auditorium.

PEDIATRIC GRAND ROUNDS:
“Hemoglobinopathies and
Thalassemia,” Debra Smith, MD,
8-9 a.m., Wahl Hall West Auditorium.

OB/GYN GRAND ROUNDS:
“Nutrition and IUGR Infants,”
Prabhu Parimi, MD, 2-3 p.m.,
Clendening Auditorium.

SPRING SYMPOSIUM of the
KUMC Biomedical Research
Training Program: 8-11:30 a.m.,
Beller Conference Center, Kansas
Life Sciences Innovation Center.

Sunday, May 18
KC BRIGADE Football Clinic: For
hospital employees’ children ages
7-15, 8-9:30 a.m., Sprint Center.
Enroll: 8-1227.

136th KU COMMENCEMENT:
Procession from Memorial Drive
into Memorial Stadium, 2:30 p.m.,
Lawrence campus.

Monday, May 19
MOLECULAR AND INTEGRATIVE
Physiology Seminar: “Living and
Dying for Sex and the Ovarian
Fountain of Youth,” Craig Atwood,
PhD, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, 3:30-4:30 p.m., 1001-
1003 Beller, Kansas Life Science
Innovation Center.

Wednesday, May 21
INTERNAL MEDICINE GRAND
Rounds: “Update in Parenteral
Nutrition: Lessons Learned Over
the Past 30 Years,” Gary Zaloga,
MD, Baxter Healthcare, Deerfield,
Ill., 8-9 a.m., 3015 Sudler.

KUMC CREDIT UNION Annual
Meeting/Election of Officers and
Picnic: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Murphy Courtyard. Vote by end of
day May 16 to receive a ticket to
attend. Information: 913-962-8144.

LIFE SCIENCES RESEARCH Seminar:
“Src Inhibitors in Gastrointestinal
Tumor Cells: Lessons from the Bench,
the Mouse, and the Bedside,” Gary
Gallick, PhD, UT and MD Anderson
Cancer Center, Houston, noon-
1 p.m., Room 700, Kansas City VA
Medical Center, 4801 Linwood Blvd.
Lunch provided. The University of
Kansas Medical Center Hematology
and Oncology is among sponsors.

Thursday, May 22
DR. FREDERICK E. SAMSON JR.
Memorial Lectureship: “Protecting
the Brain Against Oxidative
Stress Through Hormesis,” Mark
Mattson, PhD, National Institute
on Aging, noon-1 p.m., 1007-
1009 Beller, Kansas Life Science
Innovation Center.

Friday, May 23
NEUROLOGY/NEUROSURGERY
Grand Rounds: “Pre-Surgical
Evaluation of Inpatients with
Intractable Partial Epilepsy,” Jayant
Acharya, MD, DM, 7-9 a.m., Lied
Auditorium.

PEDIATRIC GRAND ROUNDS:
“Environmental Issues,” Kathryn
Veal, MD, 8-9 a.m., Wahl Hall
West Auditorium.

PSYCHIATRY GRAND ROUNDS:
“Evolution of Compulsive
Therapies,” David Wichman, MD,
10:30 a.m.-noon, Sudler Auditorium.

MENTOR-MENTEE NETWORKING
Lunch: KU School of Medicine faculty,
noon-1 p.m., 4016 Varnes. Register:
www2.kumc.edu/PDFATraining.

OB/GYN GRAND ROUNDS:
“Resuscitation and Care of the Ill
Pre-term Infant,” Charlie Paxson, MD,
2-3 p.m., Clendening Auditorium.

eXtracurricularPlease send news and calendar
items to mmurphy@kumc.edu
or contact Marli Murphy at
5-5192. Items must be
received by noon on the
Monday prior to publication.

O2 Discharge Training Scheduled
Training classes are underway for an improved, streamlined

discharge process in O2, the new electronic medical record system.
Sessions continue through Friday, May 30.

A two-hour training session is mandatory for residents and staff
physicians who conduct discharges. Training must be completed
before the rollout at the end of May.

Sessions will include:

• New discharge process and discharge instructions report
• How to maintain lists
• How to get status
• Synopsis
• Microbiology and other useful notes and reports

Contact Rachel Jones, 8-1022, rjones@kumc.edu, for class times,
dates and locations. Or access the training schedule (and recent O2

updates) at the Physician O2 site on 24/7, the hospital’s intranet.

Donate Blood on Westwood Campus
The Community Blood Center will host a blood drive at The

University of Kansas Hospital’s Westwood Campus Friday, May 23.
The event, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will be in the Multipurpose Room in

the Administrative Center. Registered donors will receive Memorial Day
T-shirts. Register at esavealifenow.org with sponsor code kumedwestwood.
Walk-ins also are welcome.

For more information, contact Lisa Ward, 8-4416, lward2@kumc.edu.

Heart Walk Bank Day Is May 28
Attention, 2008 Kansas City Heart Walk campus participants!

Mark your calendars for Bank Day, Wednesday, May 28. Team cap-
tains will turn in donations and pick up team T-shirts and walker
information. The walk is Saturday, May 31.

Bank Day will be 10 to 11 a.m., Conference Room G, Westwood
Campus, and 2 to 4 p.m., Wyandotte Room, hospital. Bring a list
of team members’ shirt sizes. After Bank Day, pick up T-shirts in
Suite 303, Westwood Campus, or at the hospital’s tent from
7 to 7:45 a.m. walk day.

The walk begins at 8 a.m. in Theis Park, east of the Country
Club Plaza. Hospital staff may register to walk on 24/7, the hospi-
tal’s intranet, by clicking on the Heart Walk logo. The University
of Kansas Medical Center staff may register at kumc.edu. Click
on KU Cares, 8 in ’08. For more information, contact Amy
Metcalf, hospital Marketing, 5-5240, or Paula Baum, KUMC
Community Affairs, 8-1017.



Vehicles
2006 YAMAHA R-1, less than
10K, lots of extras, $9,000.
816-914-0882.

2005 SUZUKI BOULEVARD C50,
3K, fuel injected, black/silver,
$5,300 OBO. 913-378-3627.

2004 NISSAN X-TERRA 4x4
SUV, great for off-roading, com-
fortable drive for regular use.
816-746-4447.

2000 VOLKSWAGON JETTA,
125K, silver, black interior, great
gas mileage, needs minor body
work, 1 owner, make offer.
816-318-8746.

1999 MUSTANG, 122K, V6,
new brakes and clutch, runs great,
good gas mileage, $3,000.
816-699-8539.

1984 CAMARO Z-28, 5-speed,
new clutch and 350 crate engine,
IROC wheels, 4-wheel disc
brakes, many new parts, needs
minor body and interior work,
$2,000 OBO. 913-709-4289.

For Sale
GARAGE SALE, 8 a.m.-whenever,
Friday-Saturday, May 16-17, 5518
Barkley, Mission, girls’ clothes
sizes infant through 4, toys, die
cast and other collectibles, furni-
ture and many household items.

TODDLER BED, light oak, with mat-
tress, like new, $50. 913-562-8585.

OAK HEADBOARD for queen- or
full-size bed, semicircle shape,
$40, with free metal bed frame.
913-588-7417.

CAMPER SHELL for Chevy S10
truck, great condition, $250.
913-952-6908.

ELLIPTICAL TRAINER,
NordicTrack, auto ramp and
resistance, cup holders, great
condition, less than 100 miles,
paid $1,200, asking $500,
photo available. 913-219-9801.

DINING ROOM SET, round, glass-
topped table and 4 chairs, $200,
you pick up. 816-916-2206.

MINI REFRIGERATOR, 3 cu. ft.,
good condition, works great, paid
$200, $60 OBO. 816-519-7297.

WOMEN’S SCRUBS, 4 pairs of
pants, Cherokee, size medium
tall, very long inseam, 6 coordi-
nating tops, size medium, various
brands, good condition, $5 each.
816-519-7297.

NAVY LEATHER COUCH, $195;
dark maroon leather recliner,
$135. 913-722-3889.

FURNITURE: full-size black metal
canopy bed, 4 wood barstools,
metal bakers rack and upright
piano. 816-206-1269.

Housing
• FOR SALE
HOUSE NEAR HOSPITAL, 4311
Francis St., 2 BR, 1 BA, many
updates, full basement, new cen-
tral air and heat, deck, large yard,
$119,000. 913-961-1999.

• FOR RENT
OLATHE HOUSE, 4 BR, 21/2 BA,
partially finished basement, great
neighborhood, available in
September. 913-390-6010.

TOWNHOME, 2 BR, 1 BA, eat-in
kitchen, fireplace, washer/dryer,
deck, security system, garage,
end unit, 5 miles from KUMC,
$950/month. 919-846-4990.

Pets
MALE CAT, gray and white calico,
less than 1 year old, litter
trained, needs good home (own-
ers moved). 913-236-6566.

MR. JACK RUSSELL, year-old
neutered male, brown and white,
cropped tail, housebroken, good
with children and dogs, personal-
ity plus, needs good home.
816-836-1343.

Wanted
TICKETS TO “WICKED” at rea-
sonable price. 913-240-5277.

USED CAR, 4 door, 4 cylinder,
reliability is important – not
looks. 913-940-5843.
eXtra: Find these and other
classifieds on the hospital intranet,
24/7, http://intranet.kumed.com.

New CFO
Named to
Medical School
Kimberly Meyer, a for-
mer director at H&R
Block, is the new senior
associate
dean for
finance at the
KU School of
Medicine.

The posi-
tion opened
when Jim Albertson
became the chief executive
officer of Kansas University
Physicians, Inc. (KUPI).

At H&R Block, Meyer
helped design and launch a
start-up tax and financial
services company with 21

offices. She also was an
associate professor of math-
ematics at Chicago State
University and earned her
doctorate in mathematics
from the University of
Illinois-Chicago.

“This position combines all
of the things I sought in a
career – an opportunity to
utilize my love of science and
math while working in an
academic environment,” said
Meyer. “And after reading the
Medical Center’s 10-year
research strategy document –
amid Kansas City’s strong life
sciences research efforts – I
knew that KU Medical Center
is where I wanted to be.”

One of her first goals is to
reinforce the best-of-business

financial practices in develop-
ing the School of Medicine’s
financial strategy.

Accreditation
Continues for
Midwifery
The American College
of Nurse-Midwives
recently granted con-
tinuing accreditation to the
Nurse Midwifery Education
Program at the KU School
of Nursing until June 2017.

The nursing school estab-
lished the program in 1999
to prepare master’s level
certified nurse-midwives to
provide pregnancy and well-
woman care. To date, 35
students have completed

education and training in
the graduate midwifery track.
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