GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING MORNING REPORT PRESENTATIONS

Below are general guidelines for constructing your presentations for Morning Report.  Remember, your case presentation should be focused on an underlying disease or management plan.  This is not just for senior residents, and is applicable to interns who are presenting at the VA.   

We are always trying to improve MR.  We think the presentations can be made more effective by following these principles.

1) Work backwards.  Decide what the most important teaching points are - what you want your fellow residents to take away.  Then make that slide.  This "teaching points or clinical pearls" slide should be at the end of your presentation.  

2) Be brief.  Use what you've learned from ACP - slides should not be cluttered.  A general rule to help guide you: No more than 5 lines per slide, 5 words per line (of course, this is not a strict rule)

3) Strip it down.  Include only what is relevant in HPI, PMH, Meds, SocHx, FamHx.  These means that in many cases you won't even have to mention SocHx and FamHx.  Try for 8 slides maximum for the case presentation.

4) A picture is worth a thousand words.  Use images when you can - photos, X-rays, echocardiograms.  Also include relevant path/histology pictures, and gram stains. 

5) Discussion of the case:  Avoid comprehensive discussions of the topic at hand ('epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical presentations and treatment').  These are too broad, and there is too little time.  When the speaker loses focus, the audience loses consciousness.  Instead focus on one or two areas, and flesh these out.

6) Bring a little something special to the table.  Although we do not want to exclude Up to Date, we must not rely on it as much as we have.  Using journal articles relevant to a specific aspect of the discussion is strongly recommended - this doesn't have to be a rigorous journal club-like analysis.

7) Contact Specialist Attendings relevant to your topic, and ask them to attend conference.  We have a tremendous resource here, including attendings dedicated to resident education who are more than willing to attend conference.  Give the attending adequate notice (at least a week), and please remind them when the date draws closer.  Please don't hesitate to ask us to help find someone if you can't. 

8)  You MUST send us your slides one week in advance of your presentation.  This is not a request, but a requirement.  This is so we can help you compose a focused presentation.  

If you have any questions, please contact the IM Chiefs at 588-4010.

