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Too many obstacles remain in
the path of a plan for Palestin-
ian self-rule to declare peace in
‘the Middle East, a Kansas Uni-

fversxty pohtlcal sc1entzst sald‘

today.

“Is thls the first step in creat-
.ing a lasting peace, or is it an

attempt to diffuse efforts to gain
‘a more thorough resolution?”
said Deborah Gerner, KU asso-
ciate professor

Palestinian Liberation Orga—
n1zat10n and Israeli officials said
an agreemeint could be signed
this week in Washington. Under
the autonemy plan, Israel would
give Palestinians self-rule over

‘the Gaza Strip and-the West

‘Bank city of Jericho.
Gerner hadn’t expected move-

ment in peace talks among
Israelis, Palestlmans, ‘Syrians,

Lebanese and J ordamans after

22 months of stalemate.

“Clearly, it’s a b1g surprlse to
almost everyone,” said Gerner,
who spent the summer in the
Cairo, Egypt.

Gerner said Palestinian and
Israeli hard-liners will attempt
to block an agreement.

“There are very 0utspoken ,
critics on both sides,” she said.
“There are a large number of

- Israelis and Palestinians who feel

that their minimal demands are
not being met by this agreement 7

She said Palestinians remain
openly hostile to the peace
process because they fear nego-
tiations could prevent them from
securing a homeland. -

A large number of Israelis
believe that giving up any territo-

ry is strategically unwise and reli-

giously mappmprlate ‘she said.

. See KU prof, page 11A
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