Backup Strategies for Your Computer
 

Backup of your computer is very important.  There are a number of options to consistently backup the files and data you create on your computer, depending on your preference, budget, and what hardware you might already have.
The first step is to look at and strength the strategies you use to store your data, e.g. folders with easily identifiable topic/project/class names, so not time is lost searching for what to backup. Creating a Backup Folder is one helpful strategy with all the folders inside that you need backed up.
Common approaches to backup include:

1. Copying or synchronizing files and folders from your computer directly to your external hard drive (or USB flash drive or another computer)

2. Copying or synchronizing files to an online storage service

3. Archiving files to DVD.

 

Depending on your needs and workstyle, you might use one or both of these approaches.  Following are some example scenarios.  These are written primarily from a Windows user perspective.  Mac users, your mileage may vary.

 

Scenario:
 I have a small external hard drive (or USB flash drive) that I want to use as a backup location.

Solution: There are many free, easy-to-use, file synchronization utilities, such as Microsoft's SyncToy, that you can use to copy files from your computer to an external drive.  They can usually be set to copy files and folders in one direction or to keep files synched on both locations.  SyncToy is a good basic application for this.  Other file sync utilities may offer more advanced options.

Disadvantages: the external drive or computer that you want to sync to must be a mappable drive, e.g. My Computer>D:\.  Also you can't access your files online.

For more information, see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_synchronization, also: Configuring Microsoft SyncToy to Synchronize Folders Across Drives 
 

Scenario:  
I want secure storage of my files and I want to access them from the Internet in case something happens to my computer or external drive.

Solution: Online backup services, such as Carbonite.com and Box.net, provide fee-based storage and backup of your files.  .Mac is popular among Mac users.  Most require that you install a client on your machine that watches for new files and sends them to your online storage.  Since these services store your files on Internet servers, as long as you have an Internet connection, you'll have access to your files even if all your disk drives are destroyed.  Some web site hosting providers, like GoDaddy provide similar services.

Disadvantages: monthly or annual fee.  These may require client software for access to your online files.  Access to, or operations on, your files through your browser may be limited. 

For more information, see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_backup_software#For_single_systems_2
 

Scenario:
 I have two computers, a laptop that I carry to class and to Starbuck's and a desktop computer at home.  I want to keep my files synchronized between the two computers.

Solution: Online filesharing services, such as Microsoft's Foldershare, allow you to keep multiple folders synchronized between computers.  This is a Person-to-Person (P2P) filesharing application similar to Kazaa or Napster, except that you only see the computers that you've added to your profile.  With most filesharing services, your files are not stored on their servers.

Disadvantages: both computers must be on and connected to the Internet in order to send and receive files.  Most filesharing services only act as a bridge between two or more computers - your files are not stored or accessible from the Internet.
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